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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
  

 

April 14, 2018: Colorado School of 

Mines Car Show. It was a nice day 

for this show with about 150 classic 

cars on display including seven 

RMAC members and six cars (Frank, 

Joe, Lynn, Stan, Phil, Bill). Thanks to 

Bill for taking pictures of our group of 

Avantis. 



 

 

Treasurer’s Report: RuthAnne reports that our current bank balance is $4,956.91. Of note is that 

we recently sent a check for $150 in support of the Forney Museum. 

Other Recent Meetings: Attendance at Frank’s May 5th “Shakedown” Meeting was low although 

Joe was able to install a new part into his Avanti and Wayne installed new trunk supports for my 

Avanti.  The May 20th brunch at Mt. Vernon Country Club was well attended including about 15 

RMAC members.  It was a very foggy/rainy day, but we all enjoyed great food and lots of enjoyable 

conversation! As usual Ray & Catherine hosted an after-brunch meeting for Conestoga & RMAC 

meeting at their beautiful nearby home. We enjoyed cake, ice cream and soft drinks were served, 

and Deb, Conestoga President conducted a business meeting. 

July and September RMAC Meetings have yet to be decided upon, any ideas?. Frank’s annual car 

show/potluck lunch is scheduled for October 6th and our annual Christmas lunch is scheduled for 

Mike and Nong’s home on December 8th. 

2018 Calendars: Issues of these are still available at $12 each, $6 of which remains with RMAC. 

2019 RMAC Officers: It is important to note that Wayne Perna has agreed to be nominated for 

RMAC President next year.  As previously announced, I will not be running for office again. Also, 

we still need a volunteer to replace our treasurer, RuthAnne ASAP! 

      Phil Scott 

 



 

WHAT’S 

 In YOUR 

 GARAGE? 

By Frank 

Nekvasil 

The Rocky Mountain Avanti Chapter has around 40 members currently, mostly in the Denver Metro area, we have members in 

Pueblo and the western slope, also we have members in Arizona and Wyoming. 

Jim and Leslea Rapp of Sheridan, Wyoming  have been in the chapter since the beginning, unfortunately being 400+ miles 

from Denver it is difficult to attend the chapter’s activities. 

I made the trip to Sheridan last week to interview the Rapp’s, they have a beautiful home on several acres with a beautiful view 

of the mountains. Jim has a large well equipped shop where he does extensive restorations. Out back is the “barn” that is used 

to store the large inventory of Studebaker parts and vehicles awaiting restoration, along side of the barn is the two car en-

closed trailer with “Studebaker” emblazoned on the side. The trailer is not only used to transport the show cars but for winter 

storage as well. 

The show cars are: 

 #1 1963 Avanti R-2-4 speed. This Avanti is gorgeous after the Rapp’s completed an (in house) restoration supported by their 

friends in the Sheridan area. This Avanti has recently been converted to a 5-speed transmission to improve driveability on road 

trips. 

#2 1960 Lark Hardtop V-8. This Lark is a very nice example of a very well cared for original car, paint, interior and trim are all 

factory original. It is red which is one of my favorite colors! 

Under construction: 60’s Studebaker pickup that is in Jim’s shop under going complete restoration, if the final product is any-

thing like the Avanti, it too will be great. There are at least two more Studebaker pickups that are waiting to see what their fu-

ture holds. 

It was a fun few hours I got to spend with Jim and Leslea they are very active in the Studebaker Drivers Club and the local 

Studebaker Chapter. For years they have volunteered their time with the Lions Eye Organization by giving free eye exams to 

pre-school children and participating in various charities. I hope in the future we can make an arrangement for all to meet the 

Rapp’s. 

 



Another Subject 

It is time for the membership to 

step up and help the chapter. We 

currently have two openings on 

the board. 

President, Phil has done this for 

five years and deserves a break! 

Treasurer, Ruthanne has done 

this for a few years, but due to 

health issues needs to lighten her 

work load. 

Jump in not that Hard! 

Frank 

Jim Rapp has asked me to 

add a flyer (see next page) to 

Rocky Talk.  

Marilyn 





 


